Report on S10 “Medical Physics” 2006
26 candidates; mean 24.4, SD 9.26

This paper was very similar to those set in previous years. Indeed some of the questions were not original. The numbers of attempts at each question were evenly distributed. The mean mark of second year students was 25% less than the mean third year mark, but this was barely statistically significant and there was no difference last year. Generally the performance was noticeably poor compared with previous years. Many candidates avoided quantitative parts of questions altogether. Even the descriptive parts of answers in many cases showed that the candidate was completely unfamiliar with the most elementary facts. The number of candidates (26) was significantly greater than the number attending lectures (15-20). Perhaps there are candidates who are not taking short options seriously, and some who are doing this instead of practicals. Perhaps there are candidates who have done an A-level option in medical physics and imagine that this would carry them through.  Their marks show that this was not the case.
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